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I hsTe jmir l e t ^ r of Fabrtiary 27, 1940* reqt^stijftg ^ci8i<sitt 

as t o the avai labi l i ty oJf approivrlated £ m ^ to r t^Q oonetaruotion 

of e6i?t!ain proposed tmildin^s in c0WO©ctloiQ witSi th® X̂ ymv Hio 

Grandd Flood Control Pjpfifjaet as set> forth in tlie I s t t s r of February 

20, 1 9 0 , frojo t&9 A^tliig j8si»rica^ Ooaraifsioner of th® lotswiational 

BotmdaE^ Co8SKi8Sion, lMt«d State© and MeKicO, as follows* 

«»l3hd©3f dato of JfflBuary 3 , 194J&, th* United States SeOtion, inteiv 
natioaad. Boundary Cc«amisal6n, United States and Ifexioo, issued 
Specifieitlpn No* i>^2085 calling for bid* for th* conetruction of 
certain bttildings int coan&ctlt^ witii ^ ^ t m ^ r i^o Grande Flood 
Cofttrol ]?ro^«ct. The buildings referred to -were designated in the 
specifioetiorae aa the K&rlingezt Qarago, Harlin^en, Texas, and the 
):r:cAli0qa l̂ srefciaiue© and Hidalgo Mviaion Offioe Buiidiflg, JloAiiltsn, 
fexas» Bidf for th« confltnsotion of thet Mildings w«ra received 
8ind Ojpen«d on January 31, 194,0, in accordancs with the provision* 
of thd i^ecif i<iation»*. 

"flio authoriBatlon and appropriation acts for th« Inower Eio 
CSrfinde Flood Project provide in broad gener«l tei«i» for ttm con-
Btrueticm, operation, and inaintenanct of tlie project, land i t i s , 
therefore, the opinion of tMs office that fund* appropriated thor©* 
for are availaljl^ for the conatpaction of a l l strueturois necessary 
and iricidental to the construotion, operation &ii& sisdntenance b£. tlw 
Projeot. The proposed Mildinga are necessary and inoi<kntal to the 
conEstruction, operation, and maintenance of the Lover l i e ^Irande flood 
Control Project, However, in view of the fact that buildings are not 
specifically msntioned in the acts apparopriating fand3 for the project, 
fend th© fact that one of the proposed buildings i s designated in the 
speciit^loationa as a tdrision Office Building, i t i s considered nteces* 
fjary to iset out the p e r t i n ^ t facts and submit to ^ u r office for 



B-8816 - 2 -

determination prior to the award of a contract, tbe matter of the 
availability of appropriated ftuida for the oonstruotlon of the 
building* under eontidBratlon* 

•The oonstruction of the Lover Rio Qrande Flood <3onttt>l Project 
waa ooumanoed In 1933 pursuant to an alloiUBent of $1,500,000 by ^ e 
Federal Saergeaey Administrator of Puhlio Vorka. tJnder di^e of 
September 29, X933, Deelaion A->§0968, it waa held by th* Coaptroll*r 
Qamral aftar the eonaideration of a proposed l«tt«r of Inctvuetlons 
from th* S«eratary of Stat* to the American CoaBd»8loner authorising 
the initiation of oonatrootlon of the projeot thati 

"*With reapeot to the avall^illty of fvania hero in question for 
the s«vttr*l poiposea aa stated in proposed letter of instrttotions, 
pages 6 and 7, it ia notad that th* allotaent a* authorlsod in list 
No* 1 of approTsd FaderaX puhlio work* under date of July H , 1933, 
provided in general as to th* allotaent of $1,500,000 for inUmatlonal 
flood control worka inoluding floodway esceavatlon, lenree eiidt>anki!ient, 
and structures on the Lower Rio (hrande Valley in Texas.' 

"Later an additional allotment for the project was made by the 
Federal Qnargeney Adninistrator of Public Worka. Slnee the passage 
of tha Aet of August 19, 1935, aa amended (49 Stat. 660-1370) annual 
appropriations have b«en made by Congreaa to oontinoe the oonstruotlon 
of Uiis project. 

"The Departaent of Stat* appropriation aot for the fiaoal yeer 
1940 providea in part ae followsi 

"'Oonstruotlon, operation, and naintenanoe. Public Works Frojecta: 
For the oonstruotlon (inoluding surreys and operati<m and maintenanoe 
and protection during construction) of the foUosing projects xxnder the 
supervision of the InteraatlQnal Boundary Cosmissioa, United States and 
Ifsjcioo, United States Section, inoluding » « -»i For M M united Statea 
portion of tb* projeot for flood control of tise Lowar Elo Qrande aa 
authorisod by the aet approved August 19, 1935, aa amended (49 Stat. 
660, 1370) $600,000, together with the unexpended balanoes of the 
sppropriatlon* for this jmrpote for the fiscal year 19391 Provided 
that iM> part of this a^ropriation for the Lowsr Bio Qrande Flood 
Control Projeot diall be eiqpeiuied for oonatrootlon on any land, aite, 
or eaaemsnt until title thereto has been conveyed te the United States 
by donation and the same baa been approved by the Attomey Qaneral of 
the United Statea•• 

"The appropriation under consideration is being ex^nded under 
appropriation syitA>ol 1901065, Lower Hio Qranda Hood Control, Depart
ment of State, 1940. 
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"The sites upon Tarhi^ t h a proisbsed buildinge are to be con
structed have been conveyed to the United Statee by donation and 
the titles to such sitee have been approved by the Attorney Qeneral 
of tfc* ttoited Statee* iheae sites are new being used as etoi'age 
yards in oonnectiiin with the constraotion of the pj:«ject. 

"The proposed building?, have be®B desi^iied from e ccaieideration 
of the persnment future operation and raatintenanc© requireffiente for 
the project, rather than froai * conslderstion of present construction. 
Operation said maintenance î quireatenttl only# 

f̂f fee wasrehouee at McAilen and the ^rege at Sarlingen are needed 
for the storage of e^ipwent, materials, and supplies -shich sai^ not 
be escposed to the elements, end to provide a place to store and eerdce 
the aatoftobilesj trucks, tractora, aad other construction and paintenanee 
equipment whit^ iHust be serviced and Kept in repsiir by eis^loyeea of the 
Goaaaission, The maintenaaoe smd operation of ^ e project rsquires that 
there be inisedlately available at all times for emergeney use during 
floods, 4 large stocfe of sacks, c©nent> wire fg^ric, lanteme, toolsj 
and other Riateriai and et̂ uiptBeht items* 

"Your attention ie ^specifically invited to the fact tliat the pro-^ 
posed structure at KoAllen, fexas, which is designated in the plans 
and specification* ae the liidalgo Bivieion Office Building,^ ie designed 
to serve as a csiretaker'e house and as a laalntenanqe headqaartere 
building after the Cosspletion of the construction of the project, but 
will be used as an office by the engineering force during the period 
of construction. 

"Insuaauch as the last day for the sward of thie coiitract in accord?-; 
ance with the tezme of Idie advertisesnent is March 31, 1940, your early 
consideration and decision ae to the availebility of appropriated 
funds for the construction of the proposed buildings will be greatly 
appreciat>ed»* 

Section 3733^ Revised Statutes, providess 

"lo contract shall be entered into for the erection, repair, o r 
furaiehing of any publie building, or for any publie i-nprovecxent iivhich 
skisXl bind the Ooverment to pay a larger sum of money than the asiouirt 
ia the rreasupy eppropristed for the specific purpose." 

^Mle the appropriation does not specifically provide fbr the 

construction of buildings, it dtoee provide broadly for conotruction 
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for the United Statee portion of the projeet and, if it be ad

ministratively determined t h # the soneiik'action of the buildings 

in question ie essential t^ the eonstruotion and siaintenenee of 

the project ae authorissed by the appropriation, said impropriation 

may be considered available therefor* 

Heepect fully, 

Acting Coaptroller General 
of the United 3teteSi» 




